Introduction
The introduction is very short, the paper would benefit from a deeper description of the relationship between the different aspects of communication focused in the paper, i.e. hearing, speech perception,vocabularey sentence repetition. The aims described in pg 5, lines 35-43 do not provide any rationale for the study. Is this about hereditary factors? About underlying mechanisms driving language development? About valid measures? Or something else?
Methods
The order of the procedure is not described. Did every participant take the tests in the same order? Why was this particular order chosen? Why was the sentence repetition task chosen? As the measure of expressive language?
Results Pg 16, lines 3-13: depending on the aim of the study, this should probably be in the methods section, unless the aim regards validity of measures.
Discussion
The content under the heading of prinicipal findings is only a repetition of results. "Recalling Sentences is a subscale of the CELF-4, which is a normed measure that is widely used in educational and research settings to assess expressive and receptive language. We selected this following analysis within our large population-based language oriented cohort, the Early Language in Victoria Study (ELVS). Of all the CELF subscales, Recalling Sentences had the highest area under the curve (0.96) in receiver operating characteristics (ROC) curves predicting the total CELF Core Language score (data not shown). It is also the subscale that taps most strongly into both receptive and expressive skills."
The alternative to not choosing short, highly predictive subscales such as this is that language is not included in population studies. In our view, this has done a major disservice to research into language and hearing across the lifecourse. rapid increases within individuals throughout childhood and more slowly during the teenage years, 1 which then continues through adulthood (whether measured by definitions, pictures, synonyms or antonyms) to the early 60s."
To further reinforce this, we have also amended a sentence in the Introduction to now read, "Furthermore, language deficits often persist into adulthood, affecting up to 10% of adults."
iii) Please see our response to R.2.7 above.
Page 8, lines 23-29
